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Minutes of meeting held on Tuesday 11th November 2025
Fontmell Magna Village Hall
6.30pm

In attendance: Cllr Hannah Lister (Chair), Cllr Katie Cooper, Cllr Steven Drew, Cllr Jeremy Long, Cllr Sara Powell, Cllr Christine Scott, Cllr Jane Somper (Ward Councillor), Clerk David Green and 15 members of the public


1. Apologies for absence

None. 

2. Declaration of interests

There were no declarations of interests received.

3. Approve the minutes of the PC meeting

The minutes of the meeting on 16th September 2025 were unanimously approved.

4. Consider any matters arising from the September 2025 minutes

Local Plan consultation - The Chair thanked all those who had contributed to the consultation concerning the Local Plan, including organising the review meeting and distributing flyers. The reviewed plan is expected to be published in Autumn 2026. 

Collyers Brook – The Chair advised that a report and update concerning the project had been received but too late for the meeting agenda to be changed. 

It has become evident that the process of applying for an Environment Agency permit is a highly complicated and costly issue, as the PC suggested it would be at the September meeting.  Discussion of this will be made an agenda item for the next meeting.

Defibrillator – Cllr Scott will be arranging for a plaque to be made and installed.

5. Councillor Vacancy 

Cllr Bailey has resigned from the Council and was thanked for his work over the last year. There is now a vacancy to be filled by co-option. If anyone is interested they should contact the Council. 

6. Unitary Councillor Report

Cllr Somper noted:

Recycling Centres – the introduction of the booking system has been delayed until the New Year.

Compton Abbas Airfield Consultative Group – one of the two yearly meetings has just been held

Dinah’s Hollow – the closure commences in January 2026 and will last a year. Following the meeting held in October, a leaflet explaining what is taking place will be distributed in the near future. Cllr Somper has driven routes around the area with the Senior Highways officer to assess where problem points will be. Diversionary routes have not yet been formalised. 

7. Public Session

There were no questions from the public. 

8. Highways

20 Mph speed limit application

The Chair noted that Dorset Council had requested that the application, which included the both side roads and the A350 should be withdrawn and replaced by an application restricted to the side roads. 
The working group had responded by insisting that the application should be submitted including both the A350 and side roads. The view is that all roads in and around Fontmell Magna are dangerous and that a 20-mph limit throughout the village is a necessity. It was noted the one 20 mph sign visible in the village is advisory only. 
Speed Indicator Device
The PC has been advised that Morelock the suppliers have been placed into administration and it is not clear at this stage how this would impact on any repairs that may be required. Peter Mole advised that the battery had been recently changed by Dorset Council.  
9. Planning Review 

Cllr Drew updated the meeting in relation to applications per the separate report. 

10. Finances

Retrospective Payments approved:

	Date
	Supplier
	Reason
	Amount

	02-Sep-2025
	Liam Doran Landworx
	Grass Cutting
	 £        50.00 

	16-Sep-2025
	Lloyds Bank
	Bank Charges
	 £          4.25 

	23-Sep-2025
	Community Heartbeat
	Defibrillator
	 £   2,388.00 

	24-Sep-2025
	Sara Powell
	Mailchimp 
	 £         24.89 

	29-Sep-2025
	David Green
	Sept  2025 pay
	 £        331.60 

	03-Oct-2025
	Liam Doran Landworx
	Grass Cutting
	 £        100.00 

	08-Oct-2025
	Sprint Signs
	Flyers re LP
	 £          54.62 

	10-Oct-2025
	HMRC
	PAYE Q2 
	 £        299.21 

	20-Oct-2025
	Lloyds Bank
	Bank Charges
	 £            4.25 

	28-Oct-2025
	David Green
	Oct 2025 pay
	 £          31.60 

	31-Oct-2025
	Village Hall
	Hall Hire
	 £          25.00 



The Clerk confirmed the bank balances at 31 October 2025:

	Current AC
	£  2,896.08

	Deposit AC
	£ 13,600.05

	TOTAL 
	£ 16,496.13 




11. Budget proposal 2026/2027
The Clerk proposed setting a precept of £ 16,089  for 2026/2027. It is necessary to provide for contingency reserves including funding for any further Neighbourhood Planning work. The withdrawal of public funding for Neighbourhood Plans will adversely affect any community wishing to refresh a current Neighbourhood Plan, and it is therefore sensible to set aside and buildup reserves to finance future work.

The impact of this on Band D Council Tax would be modest – it would increase by £7.01 from £ 34.67 to £ 41.68 based on the current tax base. 

A final decision will be taken in January 2026 when the tax base has been confirmed.

The Fontmell Magna Village has made a request for a significant grant of £ 2,323 for this year and this will be paid in full. It is reasonable to set aside a significant contingency for next year. 

The Clerk reported that  Dorset Council is actively engaged in the process of selling land assets and transferring responsibilities to Towns & Parishes wherever this is possible. These will not include core activities such Adult Social Care, bin collections or Highways duties at present. 

Parishes have been advised to generally build up reserves and consider whether there are any local services that could or should be ‘transferred in’. 

There is a suggestion that groups of Parishes & towns form ‘Area Partnerships’ to decide local priorities. This process clearly focussed on cost shifting but appears to be start of a long-term devolution process and is unavoidable.

12. Website domain & gov.uk email 
Cllr Powell advised that it had been decided to retain VISION ICT as the website provider for a ‘gov.uk’ domain and to create ‘.gov.uk’ email addresses for all Councillors. This will take place over the next few weeks. 

13. Footpath issues 
      
Cllr Scott delivered a footpath update. The ‘beware of the bull signs’ have now removed by a local landowner, being no longer necessary. Some local stiles are in poor condition or are too high and there is a programme to replace 3 of these. 
 
. 
14. Any other business

The Chair advised that a complaint regarding possible misuse of the Bedchester Allotments had been submitted to Dorset Council, this included a request to transfer these to Parish Council control. This matter is under review and will be considered at the next Parish Council meeting. 

Cllr Cooper reported that the footpath from West Street to South Street has been dug up to put in a mains sewer pipe for the new house at Spring Meadow and replaced badly.  Cllr Cooper has spoken to the contractor who have confirmed that they are scheduled to come back to complete the works.

A question was asked concerning trimming of the hedges at Brooklands Wood. The Chair confirmed that this is the responsibility of the Woodlands Trust, to whom any enquires should be directed. Cllr Scott offered to take up the issue of the poor condition of footpaths in the wood directly with the Trust. 

15.  Next meeting date 
      
The Chair wished all a very Happy Christmas. This will be held on 13th Tuesday 2026 at 6:30 pm in the Village Hall. There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.05.  

David Green
Clerk
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