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FUTURE ENERGY
LANDSCAPES

Engaging with communities to identify
opportunities and accelerate
deployment of renewable energy.

Wessex Community Energy Network: 16/02/24
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THE CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE
ENERGY

« (CSE is a national charity based in Bristol, supporting people and organisations across the UK

to tackle the climate emergency and end the suffering caused by cold homes.
*  We do this by sharing our knowledge, practical experience and policy insights.

» Forover 40 years, we've supported people to take effective action on energy in their homes,
help communities and local councils to understand energy issues, set priorities, and put plans
into action, and undertake research and analysis focus on making the energy system greener,

smarter and fairer.
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https://www.cse.org.uk/
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INTRODUCTION

The way we produce and use energy is one of

the main causes of the climate emergency.

« We need to change from a reliance on fossil fuels

which produce carbon dioxide to generating

Figure 3.4 ¢ llustrative generation mix for the '«

more energy from renewable sources. Balanced Net Zero Pathway (2020-50)

* The benefits, cost and impact of making this

happen must be shared across society fairly,

Generalion (TWhe)

otherwise people will not buy into the

transformation that is needed.
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COMMUNITY ENERGY HAS AN
IMPORTANT ROLE TO PLAY

« Reaching net zero requires a wholesale adoption of renewable and low carbon technology - from

large and centralised commercial renewables, through community-scale schemes, all the way down to

household level heat pumps and rooftop solar panels.

«  Community energy schemes have a role to play - these can be wholly owned and/or controlled by

communities or through a partnership with commercial or public sector partners.

« People’s acceptance, understanding and use of these technologies will ultimately determine the

speed of change.

* This can be aided by communities taking democratic control over their energy future, by

understanding, generating, using, owning and also saving energy in their communities.

«  Whatever the scale, or delivery model, engagement is vital!
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PUBLIC SUPPORT FOR
RENEWABLES

» Public support for renewable energy is high.

* However, support often disappears the moment a

planning application is submitted.

» People have legitimate expectations that they can
meaningfully influence how, and what renewable
energy projects will happen within their communities
and landscapes, and that they should benefit from
hosting them.

* Objections will happen if these expectations are not

met.

* More nuanced public engagement processes are vital

if we are to roll out renewable energy at scale.
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Figure 2.1: Whether support use of specific renewable energy developments (based on
all people), Autumn 2021, Spring and Autumn 2022
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Figure 3.2: Whether would be happy for an on-shore wind farm and solar panel farm to
be constructed in their local area (based on all people), Spring 2022
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FUTURE ENERGY LANDSCAPES

« CSE, in collaboration with CPRE, has developed an open-source bottom-

up approach to community engagement called Future Energy

Landscapes (FEL).

* The essence of our approach is that we set the community the challenge
to meet more of their energy demand from local renewable sources and
involve them in how and where that happens around them, the types and
scales of renewable energy which might be acceptable to them, the

landscape impacts they would accept, and how they might benefit.

« We provide unbiased resources, so people learn about the issues, with
sufficient time and autonomy to consider the pros and cons of different

options.

» FEL should be considered the start of a longer conversation!



https://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/future-energy-landscapes-community-consultation-method/
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FUTURE ENERGY LANDSCAPES PROCESS

https://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/future-energy-landscapes-community-consultation-method/
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https://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/future-energy-landscapes-community-consultation-method/
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INTERACTING WITH THE MAP

Descriptive words and
emotions (e.qg., Specific areas that are

peaceful, beautiful, special (and why)
noisy)
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' CHOOSING FROM A MENU OF
OPTIONS
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CHOOSING FROM A MENU OF OPTIONS

Technical potential Translated into a ‘menu’ of options Democratic and transparent voting
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TH E CESAR TOOL The effect of
the choices
«  Community Energy Saving And Renewables (CESAR) tool, ;Tjiflccl’tr;
developed by CSE. Electricity supply

mlocal m From electricity grid  m Baseline Heat pumps

* The tool is tailored to the community and enables participants
to quantify how their menu choices would provide some or all
of their energy needs using renewable energy generation and

their impact on carbon emissions. c .
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POST WORKSHOP ENGAGEMENT

« Consultation should continue after the workshop to see if the views
expressed at the workshop are shared with the wider community.

* In most cases, communities have chosen to support more renewables in
their area, often exceeding demand for electricity, even in sensitive
landscapes.

* Remember, this is just the start of the conversation!
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RUN A WORKSHOP

» The full open-source tool kit can be found on the CSE website so

that you can run a session yourself: https://www.cse.org.uk/my-

community/community-projects/future-energy-landscapes-

community-consultation-method/

* Interested in CSE running a workshop for you? Contact

communities@cse.org.uk

* We have recently worked with:

~, . Comisiwn Seilwaith
( 8 \cgﬂgé'ggthoke:nm Bath & North East \& gggre‘rset N
National Infrastructu i |
S0 Nateralitreetructure Somerset Council \) ) 2ol ENERGISE

scf\’ Bristol Energy Cooperative ¢ South Wonston

;“:'- Parish Council



https://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/future-energy-landscapes-community-consultation-method/
https://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/future-energy-landscapes-community-consultation-method/
https://www.cse.org.uk/my-community/community-projects/future-energy-landscapes-community-consultation-method/
mailto:communities@cse.org.uk

THANKYOU

Neil Best

neil.best@cse.org.uk
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